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OFIA Condemns Unjustified 50% Tariffs While in Washington 
 

Toronto – July 21, 2026. The Ontario Forest Industries Association (OFIA) expressed deep 
concern regarding President Trump’s announcement yesterday imposing 50% tariffs on a wide 
range of goods, including some forest products covered under USMCA. 

While not mentioned in the executive orders, Monday’s announcement comes in the wake of 
President Trump’s threat to impose tariffs over Canadian wildfire smoke drifting into U.S. cities. 

“If implemented, these sweeping 50% tariffs represent a drastic and unjustified barrier to a highly 
integrated North American supply chain,” said Ian Dunn, President & CEO of OFIA. “If the goal is 
to reduce wildfire, penalizing our industry achieves the opposite. U.S. trade barriers directly 
undermine our ability to continue actively and sustainably managing Ontario’s forests.” 

“When we were in Washington earlier this spring, the focus was on economic cooperation and 
ensuring stability in cross-border trade,” added Dunn. “Returning this week with our colleagues 
from across Canada, our message is clear: if implemented, these punitive measures will shatter 
that stability. We are calling for immediate bilateral engagement to reverse these tariffs and 
protect the workers and communities across Ontario who depend on this vital sector.” 
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For 83 years, the OFIA has represented forestry companies ranging from multinational corporations to family-owned 
businesses across Ontario. OFIA's member companies produce various renewable forest products, including 
dimensional lumber, pulp and paper, packaging, clean energy, and engineered wood products. OFIA members invest 
heavily in advanced research, development, and innovative technologies, supporting a transition towards net-zero. 
Today, Ontario's forest industry generates over $20 billion in revenue, contributes $5.2 billion to the province's GDP, 
and supports 154,000 direct and indirect jobs in communities across the province.  
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